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“When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the world.” John Muir 
 

April 2019  

 

Dear Pines Students, Staff, and Families,  

 

As we head into April, I am eager to share our April Book of the Month, Bertolt ; a richly 

layered and imaginative story that aims to communicate our deepest connections with the 

arboreal world along with our desires to discover who we truly are through numerous 

opportunities of observation and play.  

 

Written and illustrated by French-Canadian geologist-turned-artist Jacques Goldstyn, Bertolt is 

the story of an ancient tree named Bertolt and the boy who named and loved it. Through 

Goldstyn’s thoughtful prose and his simple, poignant illustrations, readers explore all of the 

places that are loved by the young boy, as he shares his love for solitude and the immense 

satisfaction he experiences in observing the flora and playing with the fauna, and watching the 

movements of the townspeople from his hidden vantage point high above. When spring arrives 

and it appears that he will not be able to enjoy Bertolt in the same manner that he has in 

previous years, he actively pursues a meaningful way to commemorate the life of this tree that 

he has loved so very much.  

 

In Bertolt, Jacques Goldstyn has crafted a story that communicates a profound parable of 

belonging, reconciling love and loss, and savoring solitude without suffering loneliness. The 
sparseness of his words and illustrations will allow even our youngest readers the opportunities 
to read and revisit this story while exploring it’s deep and deliberate messages. Bertolt opens a 
window to the value of rituals and the outlets offered through pursuing our creative instincts. 
Families who want to pursue ways to bring awareness around Earth Day can visit Earth Day 

Network. 
 

Sincerely, 

Dr. DiMuzio 

Dr. DiMuzio 
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“A NEW YORK STATE SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE” 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1592702295/braipick-20
https://www.earthday.org/campaigns/endangered-species/trees/
https://www.earthday.org/campaigns/endangered-species/trees/

